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Judicial Council Sets New Law 
Affirmation Supports Bishop Karen at Hearing 


FEB 2 6 2024 The Judicial Council, in its ruling regarding the consecration of 
: Bishop Karen Oliveto last July, has defined a new criterion for 
being a “self-avowed practicing homosexual.” The ruling that 
a gay bishop's consecration breaks church law was based on 
their acceptance of the petitioner's argument that a public 
marriage license and a marriage to a same-sex partner 
amounted to self-avowal, and that they were “practicing 
homosexuals,” rejecting the argument of the respondents (the 
Western Jurisdiction Bishops) that marriage did not have any 
necessary connection to sexual practice. Furthermore, they 
accepted the argument that the consecration was “an act of the 
entire church” (Par. 415.6). 


The 19-page ruling was 6-3, with significant dissents. In our 
opinion, the most significant dissent was from the president of 
the Council, M. Oswald Tweh, a lawyer from Liberia, and 
Deanell Reece Tacha of Pepperdine law school in Malibu, 
California (and former 10" District Federal Circuit judge). 

_ They rejected the petitioner's argument that the consecration 
was an “act of the entire church.” They then said the council 


(Judicial Council—Continued on page 3) 


M Barclay Commissioned as Provisional Deacon 
By Josh Culbertson 


On June 4th of this year, Bishop Sally Dyck of the Northern Illinois 
Conference laid her hands upon M Barclay and, in so doing, commissioned 
the first openly non-binary trans person to be named as a provisional deacon 
in the denomination, placing them on the path to full ordination as a deacon 
in 2019. Many of you will know M from their work with the Reconciling 
Ministries Network, which advocates for the full inclusion of LGBTQ+ 
persons in the life of the United Methodist Church, where they serve as 
Director of Communications. 


I first met M in 2013 at the RMN ChurchQuake event in Washington DC. It 
was the last day of the conference as folks were gathering to await rides to 
po head home. As I was waiting, a mutual friend called me over and introduced 
M Rar me to M and explained that M was facing an up uphill battle in their 
ordination process in the Southwest Texas Annual Conference. I don’t recall 
any of the exact words that were said that day, but I recall walking away 
from that exchange feeling as though the call upon M’s life was evident and 
that a great injustice was being done in preventing that call from being lived 
out. 


Provisional Member 


(M Barclay—Continued on page 2) 
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(M Barclay—Continued from page 1) 
[ have had many other encounters with M since then and that 


perception has not left me. In a recent interview for the podcast, Traitor 


Radio, M described their feelings, in June of 2016, when they arrived 
with then RMN Executive Director Matt Berryman among the 
mourners in Orlando following the Pulse Nightclub shooting, “In this 
space, in this moment, I had never been more angry at the United 
Methodist Church, partly because the anti-queer teachings of the church 
contribute to a culture that breeds violence against LGBTQ+ persons, 
but also because I was being denied, in that moment, the opportunity to 
be a pastor to my own grieving community.” 


M now has the opportunity, with the blessing of the church, to adorn 
themselves with a clergy collar, providing a visible external symbol to 
the world that they are present to minister and to provide care for the 
hurting. In a United Methodist News article from June of this year, M 
was quoted as saying, “I know it’s not particularly common in The 
United Methodist Church, but I intend to wear a collar every single day 
because for a person like me to navigate society in a collar provides 
some profound and urgently needed pastoral opportunities, particularly 
for queer and trans people.” 


Finally M can be present in the world both in terms of their gender 
identity and expression as well as in terms of how they put themselves 
forward as a pastoral presence in the world and to those that they serve. 
I celebrate with M and celebrate the lives that will see, in M, a visible 
representation of hope for a world in which all persons are simply 
accepted for who there are. 


Link to M’s Traitor Radio episode: 

https://traitorradio.com/ 2017/07/1 4/episode-3-queer-and-called/ 
Link to United Methodist News article: 
http://www.umce.org/news-and-media/transgender-person- 


commissioned-as-deacon 


Update Your Contact Info! 


It’s important for you to notify us when you move. Relying on the US 
Postal Service’s address correction service can be iffy at best. Have 
you seen the print quality on the address correction labels? 


It helps too if we have an up-to-date email address in case your snail 
mail starts coming back. In fact, in this world of instant 
communication, we’d really like to have your email address so that we 
can contact you with urgent action requests. We'll only do this if you 
tell us it’s ok to communicate with you by email. Otherwise we’ll only 
contact you by email if your snail mail comes back undeliverable. 


To change or add to your information, email us at 
umaffirmation at yahoo.com [replace “_at_” with “@”] Subject: 
“Address Change” or drop us a line at: Affirmation, PO Box 1021, 
Evanston IL 60204-1021. 


We’re on Facebook! 


Affirmation now has a Facebook page! We’re posting articles, Called 
Out alerts, and various other things. You can find our page at 
Tiny URL.com/UMAfIFB. 


Affirmation 


Affirmation Newsletter 


Only Affirmation’s elected 
spokespersons may represent the official 
positions of this organization. Opinions 
here, signed or unsigned, are those of 
the writers, and do not necessarily 
represent the opinions of Affirmation. 


Articles for consideration for 
publication may be submitted to: 


AffirmationNewsletter_at yahoogroups.com* 


All articles in this publication remain 
the property of Affirmation, and may be 
used only with written permission of 
Affirmation. 


Editor: Gary Shephard with assistance 
from Judy WestLee. 
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Mission Statement 


As an independent voice of Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer 
people, Affirmation radically reclaims 
the compassionate and transforming 
gospel of Jesus Christ by relentlessly 
pursuing full inclusion in the Church as 
we journey with the Spirit in creating 
God’s beloved community. 
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(Judicial Council—Continued from page 1) There were two key assumptions of the arguments for 


should not have taken any jurisdiction over the the complainant. The first was that a bishop, once 
complaint, because “jurisdictions and jurisdictional consecrated, was a bishop of the entire church, and thus 
conferences do not have full authority over the whole affected other Jurisdictions and Central Conferences. 
church and therefore could not have authority to seek The second was that a same-sex civil marriage amounted 


declaratory decisions that affect the whole church” and to a “self avowal” of being a “practicing homosexual.” 
“that the Judicial Council has no jurisdiction over this 
petition since the matter does not involve the South 
Central Jurisdiction or the work therein.” The 
respondents (the Western Jurisdiction Bishops) are 
working on an appeal to rehear the case. If it is not 
accepted, the only other appeal to the decision is to the 
General Conference of 2020, with petitions further 
defining “an act of the 
entire church” and “‘self- 
avowed practicing 
homosexual” or 
removing the negative 
language. 


The spring 2017 
meeting of the 
Affirmation National 
Council was originally 
scheduled to be in 
Minneapolis, but we 
moved it to Jersey City, 
New Jersey, so that 
Affirmation council 
members could attend 
the Judicial Council 
hearing in Newark 
regarding the validity of 
Bishop Karen Oliveto’s 
election at the Western 
Jurisdiction Conference 
last summer. 


The key arguments of the respondents (the Western 
Jurisdiction Council of Bishops) included a 
constitutional one: that the Judicial Council did not have 
authority, because jurisdictions are charged with the task 
of electing clergy-in-good-standing to the episcopacy 
without any interference from other jurisdictions. 
Another was that a marriage (either same-gender or 
heterosexual) did not 
depend on, nor did it 
necessarily disclose, 
sexual practice of the 
partners and that Bishop 
Karen has never said to 
the requisite personnel 
that she is a “self-avowed 
practicing homosexual.” 
While the Social 
Principles are not church 
law, there is an 
affirmation of marriage in 
that section, as well as no 
ban on same-gender 
marriage anywhere in the 
Book of Discipline. 


(Editors’ Note: Fora 
church founded on John 
Wesley's insistence on the 
primary place of grace 
and inclusion, it’s striking 
that the arguments were 
An Affirmation presence There were more people to witness the trial than there was seating available. quite legal and technical, 
to support United Most, if not all present were supporters. referring to and drawing 
Methodist LGBTQI on previous decisions 
people has been a high priority of our existence for made by the Judicial Council.) 


decades. Supporting Bishop Karen was a no-brainer. ; ‘ 
After the meeting, council members Ann Craig, Bea After the hearing concluded, the United Methodist Queer 
Clergy Caucus held a communion service in the same 


Fraser-Soots, Ben Roe, Gary Shephard, and Josh Niwikiian 2 f Pia aidd oot 
Culbertson, along Steve Clunn were able to attend the ee ee es ee ee 
heat Bishop Karen noting that no one had called into question 
earing. : 5 he 
her gifts and graces for ordained ministry or episcopal 
The hearing was attended by about 200 participants and _ leadership, or her abilities to carry out the work. She 
observers, including Bishop Karen and 3 other bishops _ emphasized that all the legislation and legal 


from the Western Jurisdiction, over 100 UM Queer maneuvering had prevented conversation between 
Clergy Caucus members and allies, the complainant and people, and that her election last summer shows that the 
friends, press, a language interpreter into Portuguese, Holy Spirit cannot be confined to a schedule nor 

and the legal teams for the two sides. confined by United Methodism’s laws. She recalled 


Wesley's statement, “In essentials unity, in non- 
essentials liberty, in all things charity.” 


The two lawyers presented summaries of their pre- 
hearing briefs, as well as responses to each other and to 
questions from the Council. 
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We United Methodist Have Already Split 
By Ben Roe 


We've been split over this LGBTQ sexual justice issue church, not because it excludes them, but because it 
for many years. It's time to let the split become doesn't exclude us. They are framing this as an either / 
reflected in our polity, if that is what it takes to stand or, them or us, to try to force the church to continue to 
for justice. It's time to end the sacrifice of us Queer condemn us. However, no one is trying to drive them 
peoples on the altar of unity. Rev. Charlie Parker has out. It is a false frame. This is a choice that The UMC 
said, “No Justice, No Unity,” in that it is time for The needs to make about its own identity, not as a choice it 
United Methodist Church to stand for justice and “let is making about whether or not to condemn us.” 

the chips fall where they may.” He continues, “When 
unity comes at the price of justice, the price is too 
high.” Substitute “women” or “people of color” 
everywhere the As the UM Queer Clergy Caucus has said, the UMM 
LGBTQ acronym Will we be a justice statement, written without any obvious LGBTQ input, 
appears in the UMM seeking-church? Or will we be a trivializes the justice issue for LGBTQIA*+ persons, 
statement. Would that judging church? saying, "the perpetuation of injustice is as moral as 
statement be seeking of justice." 

acceptable then? We agree: No. 


Will we be a justice-seeking church? Or will we be a 
judging church? 


The Reconciling Ministries Network points out “The 
Affirmation Council member Josh Culbertson has said, proposal joins a long tradition of prioritizing a surface 
“I am not in favor of advocating for a local option. I level kind of unity over the well-being of LGBTQ 
struggle with any option that segments us off and leaves people, particularly those most vulnerable in the 

some behind. I am very much appreciative of our South.” The policies of exclusion are harming those 
centrist friends, but when I contemplate the fallout from who most need a safe place to turn "for those who are 
a local option, it is not them and the uncomfortable marginalized and disenfranchised by systems of 
conversations that they might have to have with peers —_ oppression and power" and the threats and realities of 
that I see. Instead, I see a 9-year-old kid going to death. 

church every Sunday already knowing that he is gay 
and being told that he's being condemned to hell. I see 
the transgender teenager sitting in the pew and 
contemplating suicide late at night because her family 
and church tells her that she is broken. I know that 
those images are uncomfortable, but those persons are 
who we leave on the other side of the door if we close 
ourselves off behind the safety of a local option.” 


You need to understand that Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender, Queer, and Intersex persons experience 
our life situations not as behaviors, activities, or a 
lifestyle but holistically: as issues of identity and 
wholeness, loving and being loved as whole human 
beings by others. That is why the current policies of 
exclusion are wrong: they are based on a totally 
inadequate understanding of human sexuality and of 
We want there to be a word of liberation for those who _ our lives as Christian siblings. 

are still in bondage to the closet, including those 


young people who need to see and hear the word of You need to understand that Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Grace. Transgender, Queer, and Intersex persons experience our life 


Rev. Jeanne Knepper, former Affirmation Council situations not as behaviors, activities, or a lifestyle but 
member, put it this way: “The UMC has to make a holistically: as issues of identity and wholeness, loving and 
choice about its own identity: an open, welcoming, being loved as whole human beings by others. 
inclusive, mission-oriented Spirit-led church (the one 

it is in its "public face"), or a punitive, judgmental and We desire a Methodist, Wesleyan denomination that is 
exclusive denomination. The church cannot control truly "open, welcoming, inclusive, mission-oriented, 
who stays and who goes, nor should it be controlled by and Spirit-led," that doesn't euphemize sexuality, that 
threats of leaving. The whole dynamic of focusing the _ instead fully acknowledges the complexity of the gift of 
argument on an either / or conversation about us is human sexuality. We desire this, as RMN says: “The 
wrong, unbalanced and sinful. We are the token for an unity we seek is one that speaks to our shared purpose 
argument about who or what the church is going to be. to proclaim and model love and justice as disciples of 
If it decides to be an institution cowed by threats of Jesus Christ and to share the good news of the gospel 
leaving by those who desire exclusion, that is both sad __ with all God’s children.” 

and a marker of the character of the church, writ large. 


The conservatives are insisting that this can't be their Not all, apparently, share this vision. 
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There are times when The United Methodist Church 
makes me proud. For example, the UMW has been 
quite busy all over the country making flood buckets. 
UMCOR has been on the scene in Texas and Florida. 


And then there are times when The UMC makes me 
shake my head and wonder “What on earth were they 
thinking?” The week the Uniting Methodists Movement 
(UMM, not to be confused with UMM — United 
Methodist Men) released their 
statement was one of those head 
shaking moments, and a rather 
long head shaking moment at that. 
It seems to have given me a 
headache. At my age, I should 
know better than to shake my head 
vigorously. I should just nod 
sagely and be done with it. 


I’m sure the founders and backers of this “new” UMM 
have their hearts in the right place. After 45 years of 
bickering over the issue of sexual orientation within The 
UMC, there’s 
been a lot of 
beseeching by 
us gays, 
lesbians, and 
supporters to 
get hurtful 
language out of 
The Discipline. 
There’s been as 
much (if not 
more) rhetoric against us, about how evil we are, and 
how marriage is between one man and one woman. We 
have Leviticus, Genesis, Romans, and First Timothy 
quoted at us. Never anything as kind as fo us, always at 
us, as if throwing weaponized words will make us 
disappear in a puff of logic. Or suddenly make us 
realize we’re not gay or lesbian after all. Or maybe the 
intent is to injure us. But hey, we were taken out of the 
Diagnostic And Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders 
in the early 1970s, so that’s something, anyways. 


anyways. 


Unfortunately, we’re used to this rude behavior. We can 
remind them that there’s no chapter and verse they can 
quote about the one man one woman thing. First 
Timothy says only bishops must have one wife. (Last I 
looked, not many of us were bishops. And, of course, 
implying that bishops must be men.) The authorship of 
First Timothy according to my Oxford Annotated RSV 
is problematic. It says that Paul didn’t write it, but that 
there’s no way to determine for sure who did write it. 


The Uniting Methodists Movement & Me 
By Gary Shephard 


But hey, we were taken out of the 
Diagnostic And Statistical Manual 


of Mental Disorders in the early 
1970s, so that’s something, 


And for those who like to quote chapter and verse, I 
remind them of Deut 21:15-17. (I’ll wait while you look 
itup.) And Deut 21:18-21 is also rather good. (I'll wait 
while you look that one up too.) And do they know 
what the Bible says about how to not cook a lamb? | 
won’t repeat it here. I went vegan 24 years ago, and 
even the thought of the instructions makes me queasy. 
But hey, it’s in Deuteronomy three separate times, so it 
must have been 


Stee important. 
After 45 years, The Uniting bh ep 
‘ . Uniti 
Methodists Movement is way | xqunvists 
. Movement 
too little, way too late. suddenly 


appears. They 
seem to be striking for the Milquetoast Middle Ground 
or MMG, for those of you that are still trying to get over 
the Uniting Methodists Movement stealing the acronym 
for United Methodist Men. You remember the “old” 
UMM, that group that your Nominations 
committee has to nominate a president for 
every year, that possibly puts on the 
Mothers’ Day Breakfast, if nothing else? 


After 45 years, the Uniting Methodists 
Movement is way too little, way too late. 
An approach this meek and mild may have 
worked in the 1970s or maybe even as late 
as 1985, but not now. Not after 45 years 
of being told we’re the other, that we don’t 
belong, that we’re not welcome, and oh, 
by the way, we’re going to spend a lot of time in Hell. 


If the Uniting Methodists Movement is the best anyone 
can do while we’re waiting for the plan from the 
Commission on a Way Forward, we really have hit rock 
bottom. 


Meanwhile, the Commission on a Way Forward isn’t 
going to release its plan for the church for several 
months yet. It could be great. Or it could be awful. 
And then we have to wait and see what the called 
General Conference does with it in 2019. And we could 
be back where we started. Except that whatever 
happens, we’ll still have the Uniting Methodists 
Movement. That and $13.50 will get me a good bag of 
beans at the local coffee shop. 


Maybe Ill go hit Home Depot and see how much flood 
bucket stuff I can get for our local church’s UMW. It’ll 
keep me from thinking about the Uniting Methodists 
Movement. 


Affirmation 
Affirmation National Council Meeting 


We met April 22 through 24 in Jersey City, NJ. This was immediately prior to the Karen Oliveto hearing in 
Newark, NJ on April 25. Jersey City is adjacent to Newark, and provided better accommodations to the council 
for a three-day meeting. Afterwards, those council members and friends that could stay an extra day attended the 


hearing. 


We started with a general discussion of the Commission on a Way Forward. There are too many unknowns to 
even predict what the Commission will come up with. Rumors have been swirling about how to do an amicable 
split, but as far as we know, these have no basis in fact. (Affirmation doesn’t want The UMC to split.) As we 
understand it, the bishops have defined schism as sin. We discussed options that we hoped the Commission would 
come up with. An important one would be to remove hurtful language from The Book of Discipline. Beyond that, 
we have no idea what the majority of United Methodists would find acceptable. We discussed our opposition to 
the “local church option.” It’s a way of reinforcing that old “we don’t like your kind.” 


Affirmation was approached as an organization for feedback to the Commission. Life got extremely complicated, 
and the video we’d planned to put together didn’t happen. We did however prepare a written response and got it to 
them by their deadline. As much as we try to empower diverse voices, it came down to two white guys having the 
time to respond. For this, the council heartily apologizes. 


We discussed fall’s Rolling the Stone Away conference, organized by Mark Bowman. The conference is 
ecumenical and will have 
several faith communities. 
We discussed an Affirmation 
oriented preconference 
program, but decided we’d 
have to continue working on 
it after the council meeting. 
We’re planning on having the 
fall council meeting in St. 
Louis just before the 
conference to cut down on 
trips and expenses. 


There’s also work to be done 
for the RMN Convocation 
July 26 — 29, 2018. The 
location has not yet been 
released. We'll discuss this 
more at the fall council C NITED METHODIST 
meeting. 3 ores 
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We discussed our support of 
LGBTQI ministries in Africa. 
Everything seems to be going 
as planned. 


Affirmation Statement to the Commission on a Way Forward 


As noted above in the Affirmation Council meeting article, the Commission on a Way Forward did invite Affirmation to 
submit a video presentation or a written statement. We had intended to do a video presentation, but the lives of several council 
members just got in the way. (We’re all volunteers, and sometimes life just comes before Affirmation tasks.) We ran short on 
time, and switched to a written statement. In the end, two council members had time. One approach was to give a brief 
history of one’s membership in The UMC and hope for the “united” future. The other approach was to go over the current 
state of knowledge on sexual orientation and gender identity. This is an evolving subject, even to the husband of a council 
member that serves the transgender community. 


The Affirmation statement is at: //www.umaffirm.org/site/current-events/24-latest-news/161-affirmation-sends-comments-to- 
commission 
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Affirmation National Council 


Mary Lynn Ragan Clunn, Coconvenor Ann Craig, Co-Spokesperson Joshua Culbertson 
Alexandria VA Newburgh, NY Zanesville, OH 


Bea Fraser-Soots Ben Roe Gary Shephard, Coconvenor 
Monument, CO Denver, CO Haslet, TX 


Derrick Spiva, Co-Spokesperson A Woman in New York 
San Francisco, CA 


* Note: substitute the symbol “@” for the letters “_at_” in the email addresses above. 


Study Resources Collected! 


We know there is increased interest in studying the whole issue of sexuality, with the possibility of big changes 
coming in The United Methodist Church. We have compiled some basic study resources, some recent ones 
inspired by the crisis us United Methodists face, as well as others from earlier years which are still in print. We've 
also linked to a couple of large collections on other websites, including the Reconciling Ministries Network and 
the Human Rights Campaign. 

We don’t attempt to present what is commonly considered both (or indeed many) sides of the issue. The reason is 
simple: as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex persons, and allies and friends, we experience our 
life situations not as an issue, or behaviors, activities, or even a lifestyle. Rather, we experience life holistically: as 
related to our identity and wholeness, loving and being loved as whole human beings by others. 


We will not intentionally present any resources which treat sexual orientation or gender identity as behavior which 


harms or only as behavior, or even as a lifestyle. (Editors’ Note —If we ever again, ever hear someone say "the 
homosexual lifestyle”, you will hear us screaming. There are limits to patience.) There is no one homosexual 
lifestyle, just as there is no one heterosexual / heteronormative lifestyle. In our current 21st century knowledge of 
human sexuality, the terms heterosexual and homosexual are based on an old and very limited understanding. 


We are with the Apostle Paul (Galatians 3:27-28): “As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave, or free, there is no longer male 
and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” The distinction which our church has made for over 44 years is 
a false one. We were baptized into Christ, we have clothed ourselves with Christ, and therefore we are one with 
all other Christians. 


Explore the possibilities! 


http://www.umaffirm.org/site/resources/35-sexuality-study-resources 


Affirmation: United Methodist Corporate Board Meeting 
Affirmation: United Methodist will hold the annual corporate meeting in St. Louis on Sunday, October 29 at 3:00 


PM CT. There are officer elections to be voted on, as well as any other items that may come before the board. 
The exact location of the meeting is yet to be determined. Please check the web site for details. https:// 


umaffirm.org 
Amazon Smile / GoodSearch 


We love funding Affirmation in unobtrusive ways. 


One of the ways you can help is to use Amazon Smile. Go to smile.amazon.com, sign on, and select Affirmation: 
United Methodist for Lesbian Gay Concerns. After that, all you have to do is remember to go to smile.amazon.com 
rather than amazon.com. We’|l get half a percent on all eligible purchases. 


Another way you can help is to use GoodSearch.com, the Google of charitable search engines. Go to 
Goodsearch.com, select Affirmation: United Methodists for LGBTQ Concerns under Cause as your charity, and 
search away. We’ll get a penny for every search term. It may not seem like much, but with all the searching we all 
seem to do nowadays, it can add up. 
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Showdown with an Evangelical Speaker in the Eastern Pennsylvania 
Annual Conference 


On May 20, 2017, Bishop Kathryn Johnson of the Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference held 
a panel on human sexuality and what is needed to maintain unity in the UMC. An evangelical 
leader and Jim Palmquist each spoke on the issues. Jim is the currently treasurer for Affirmation 
and was on the National Council for six years starting in 2002. He’s remained involved ever 
since. 


Jim showed the six provisions of The Discipline referring to homosexuality come out of prejudice 
and not Christian teachings. He undermined the biblical foundation of the evangelical position 
showing that we ignore many specific provisions in the Bible that are unambiguous, yet The 
Discipline seems to rely on several biblical references to support abuse of LGBTQI people. 

These references are from people 2,000 years ago whose understanding of sexuality and life were 
ancient and are misused to abuse LGBTQI people today. 


One of Jim’s quotations was “Homosexuality cannot be incompatible with Christian teaching! 
This is an obviously false statement.” Another was “In The Discipline, the quotation referring to 
‘incompatible with Christian teaching’ and ‘self-avowed practicing homosexuals’, what the 
United Methodist Church is really saying is ‘homosexuality is incompatible with its prejudgments 
about people, false understanding of Jesus’ teachings and incorrect biblical interpretation. 


999 


Jim cited the prejudice of the United Methodist Church when it apologized at GC 2000 for 200 
years of racism. He drew parallels to our situation today about LGBTQI welcome and cited 
demographics showing public support of same-sex marriage in America by generation is 
increasing. American society is rejecting The Book of Discipline entries about LGBTQI people. 
The United Methodist Church is not getting people in their 20s, 30s and even 40s as members. 
The denomination is getting its payback from society for hatred and abuse of LGBTQI people 
and the future of the denomination looks grim. 


On the subject of avoiding a split in the denomination, Jim closed with a quote from Samuel 
Johnson, an English writer in the 1700s and arguably the most distinguished man of letters in 
English history, who wrote: “Prejudice, not being founded on reason, cannot be removed by 
argument.” If there can be no reasoning, how can the split be prevented? (Editors’ Note: 
Affirmation does not now, nor ever has supported splitting The UMC.) 


There was no time for discussion of these two talks as we moved directly into a small group 
discussion seeking common ground and ways to avoid a church split. 


Once in small groups, the evangelical speaker continued to bring up the slippery slope argument, 
a relatively small first step leads to a chain of related actions ending in some significant 
undesirable effect. Jim countered it several times. The evangelical speaker feared three way 
marriages, people marrying animals and people marrying themselves. Jim reminded the group 
that this was the fear used against marriage equality and it turned out to be a baseless. Jim wished 
during his remarks that he had added that when a group has a weak argument, they often revert to 
the dubious slippery slope argument. The evangelical speaker also feared being forced by The 
Discipline to marry same sex couples against his beliefs, another slippery slope argument. 


The statements for both speakers are posted at: https://www.epaumc.org/news-information/ 
bishop-peggy-johnson/2017/06/study-commission-to-follow-bishops-forum-on-religious-freedom 
-lgbtq-rights-church-unity/ 
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